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They studied the 
work of other          
scientists and         
engineers in the field, 
as well as the flight of 
birds, methodically 
testing and re-testing 
their models until 
they were successful.  
 
McCullough uses his 
skills to present a       
portrait of the      
brothers that is      
readable, absorbing 
and will appeal to a 
wide range of     
readers. 

 

- Mary Anne 
 

“It is possible to fly 
without motors, but 
not without       
knowledge and skill.” 

 

 
 

- Wilbur Wright 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

In Dayton, Ohio the 
Wright Brothers are 
hometown heroes,             
commemorated in 
both the National         
Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force and the 
Dayton Aviation    
Heritage National 
Historic Park.  
 
The Museum 
proudly displays   
artifacts of the local,           
unassuming men 
who solved the   
mysteries of flight in 
1903, paving the 
way for a century of 
air and space travel. 

Historian David 
McCullough’s        
fascinating             
biography, aptly     
titled The Wright 
Brothers, contends 
that the brothers 
were creative        
geniuses. The book 
explores their early 
lives in Dayton, 
where they ran a 
print shop and built 
bicycles, as well as 
the years following 
their initial success 
at flight. 
 
Despite their lack of 
college educations, 
financial backing or 
other outside  
support, Wilbur and  
Orville Wright       
pursued their dream 
to the point of       
obsession.  
 

Reading Across Rhode Island is a One Book, One State community reading program. The 
2016 program runs from January to May and features special events and book discussions 
statewide.  For more information, visit: ribook.org/rari 
 
The 2016 selection is The Wright Brothers by two-time Pulitzer Prize winner David 
McCullough.  

 

Happy New Year!  
We’re hoping this year brings you many good reads… and we’d like to help!  
 
Each month, we’ll be sharing staff picks and featuring books, authors, genres, and   
library services we think you’ll enjoy.  
 
We’d love for you to join the conversation by sharing your favorite reads in person or 
online. They’ll be featured in upcoming newsletters and on our website.  
                                                                 Happy reading!    
             - 
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Discuss the book!  
Check our         

Book Groups     
brochure for      

dates and times  
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BOOK OF THE MONTH:  
White Dog Fell from the Sky by Eleanor Morse 
 
Shortlisted for the 2016 Reading Across Rhode Island selection, White Dog Fell from 
the Sky is an incredible tale of life and death under the shadow of apartheid. This is 
Morse’s third novel and her writing is engaging, dealing with both the political and 
natural landscapes of South Africa. Alice and Isaac and well-drawn characters, 
struggling to survive and retain their humanity in a world that is cruel and constantly 
threatening. This book is a page-turner and illuminates a dark period in history. 

            - Mary Anne 

Colleen 
 The Only Street in Paris: Life on the Rue des Martyrs by Elaine Sciolino  
 Magic - Bruce Springsteen (CD) 
  
 

JAYNE 
 Humans of New York: Stories by Brandon Stanton               
 The Finest Hours: The True Story of the U.S. Coast Guard’s Most Daring Sea Rescue by Michael Tougias 
 
 

 

 No Good Men Among the Living: America, the Taliban, and the War through Afghan Eyes  
 by Anand Gopal 
 Mr. Robot: Season 1 (DVD) 

 

Kristin 
 The City of Dreaming Books by Walter Moers 
 The Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert Durst (DVD)  
 
 

Niles 
 In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin by Erik Larson 
 The Oster Conspiracy of 1938: The Unknown Story of the Military Plot to Kill Hitler and Avert World War II 
 by Terry Parssinen  
 
 
 
 

Staff Picks     books, films, & music  

All Staff Picks are available through the Ocean State Libraries system 

   NoveList is available on                 
   warwicklibrary.org  
    
   Find author read-alikes,        
   series lists, and book  
   discussion guides 

 Warwick Public Library has a    
 group on GoodReads!  
  
 Join us on  
 goodreads.com     
  

http://www.amazon.com/Elaine-Sciolino/e/B001HMNI6S/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

